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Efforts by members of the US House of Representatives to coerce the 13 Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) countries into rejecting closer trade ties with Cuba has sparked resentment in many
Caribbean countries against US intervention in CARICOM's internal affairs. Local groups are
pushing their governments to stand firm in the face of US threats. In early August, four members of
the US House of Representatives including the chairman of the Western Hemisphere subcommittee
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Rep. Robert Torricelli (D-NJ) sent a letter to the CARICOM
nations warning them against forming a Cuba- CARICOM "joint commission" (see Chronicle
08/12/93). The commission, which would explore ways to increase bilateral trade and cooperation
with Cuba, was approved at a July summit of the heads of state from the 13 CARICOM members
(see Chronicles 04/01/93 and 07/29/93). In their letter, the four congressmen warned that CARICOM
should "reconsider and rescind" from the agreement with Cuba, or face possible congressional
opposition to US trade privileges for CARICOM countries. "We had hoped that it would be possible
to construct a free trade area in this hemisphere based upon our countries' shared commitment to
democratic values," read the letter. "Regrettably, those of us who have promoted this concept in
the Congress must now reconsider our support for it. It is simply not possible for us to support the
extension of trade benefits to the Caribbean region if we believe that the ultimate beneficiary will
be the Cuban dictatorship." Rather than intimidate Caribbean leaders, however, the letter spurred
angry responses against US interventionism throughout the region. "The heads of government
should not back down on this one," read an editorial in the Stabroek News, an independent, probusiness weekly published in Guyana, where the CARICOM Secretariat is based. "CARICOM
governments must put Mr. Torricelli firmly in his place." The daily Advocate of Barbados called
the congressional letter a "stupid and impertinent diplomatic gaffe." For its part, the Standing
Conference of Popular Democratic Parties of the Eastern Caribbean called the letter "highhanded," indignantly stating that such US attitudes should have disappeared with the end of the
Cold War. "I think we must have the right to determine what kind of relationship we have with
third countries and the US must stop wielding the big stick," said Standing Conference chairman
Julian Hunte. Some influential members of the US Congress also admonished Torricelli and the
other representatives for pressuring the CARICOM governments. "It is an example of arrogance
and insensitivity," said Rep. Charles Rangel (D- NY). "We are talking about sovereign nations
with a right to determine their own policies." Rangel is sponsoring a bill, along with three other
congressmen, to grant all nations which enjoy benefits under the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI)
which includes CARICOM states special trade concessions once the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) takes effect. The trade privileges would help discourage investors from
pulling out of the Caribbean to take advantage of investment opportunities in Mexico. Rangel also
introduced legislation in the House in May that would force the US to lift its trade embargo against
Cuba (see Chronicle 05/27/93). Against this backdrop, it is unlikely that the CARICOM states will
succumb to the pressures. "The Community made its decision and that decision stands," said Ralp
Maraj, Trinidad's Foreign Minister. Antigua's ambassador to the United Nations, Lionel Hurst, also
defended the decision as one that was "made in the best interests of the Caribbean." According
to CARICOM spokespersons, the 13 foreign ministers will meet Oct. 11 in New York during the
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UN's General Assembly to hammer out a collective response to the US pressures. In fact, some
CARICOM diplomats suggested that the Community will not only reject US intervention in its
internal affairs, but will link the pressures to discussions at the UN of initiatives designed to roll
back the embargo against Cuba. "It will be discussed within the context of the US embargo against
Cuba, which is an item on the agenda for the upcoming session of the General Assembly," said
Besley Maycock, Barbados's ambassador to the UN. Still, even if CARICOM stands firm, the conflict
has generated problems with CARICOM's trade partners in Central America and the Spanishspeaking Caribbean. In mid-August, the ambassadors to Washington from the six Central American
countries and the Dominican Republic sent a letter to Rep. Torricelli adamantly stating that they
"have nothing to do with CARICOM's decision." Those nations, which also enjoy benefits under the
CBI, fear that trade sanctions against CARICOM would affect them as well. Since 1992, the Central
American and Caribbean countries have been jointly negotiating their eventual adhesion to NAFTA.
(Sources: Notimex, 08/09/93; Inter Press Service, 08/11/93; Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service EFE, 08/16/93; Associated Press, 08/11/93, 08/16/93)
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